PARIS

here is no escaping the fascination of this legendary

district, starting of course, with the smile of the

Mona Lisa and the hieroglyphs at the place de

la Concorde. Then, at the Louvre, there is The Wedding
Feast at Cana, The Winged Victory of Samothrace, discovered
on the banks of the Aegean Sea and The Lacemaker by Vermeer.
There's the Cour Carrée, the Grande Galerie, and the 175-metre
colonnade - a brief history tour that continues up to the gates
of the Elysée Palace.

There are also the voluted columns of the Grand and

Petit Palais, the Seine from the railings of the Tuileries gardens,

town houses in avenue Gabriel, fashion designers in avenue
Montaigne, a few Picassos at the Orangerie. Visitors will fall
under the spell of the silky bedroom of Jeanne Lanvin at

the Decorative Arts museum and the palace of the courtesan
Paiva, a few steps from the rond point des Champs-Elysées.
At the top of the avenue, the futuristic vessel-like Drugstore
is quite impressive too. The 1918 and Liberation parades,
the cycles of the Tour de France, the tanks

of the 14 July, the celebrations following
the 1998 Football World Cup all contribute ‘
to the making of a myth! B;
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Concorde (8th) « Champs-Elysées (8th)
* Tuileries (1st) * Louvre (1st)

\>§<,/ MUsEg N.-DE- CAMOND%\\

JACQUEMART ANDRE ~ s7_auGusTI

NOW=.
AV

IOMPHE

CH. DE GAULLE
%0%/\

T BDHAUSSMANN STAI GUSTIN

™
®eromesml

%
®St -Phitippe- 7@
du-Roule %
%

<
s Elysées-

®
St-AUQUSHN  {1nyype. 030

S

s
- & MADELEINE
8 . =
_ Madeleine

Trinité

RUE pj A
St-Lazare E CHATEAUDUN

(MHaussmann-St-Lazare
umartin e

M- BD 4, RUE DE PROVENGE \
\% AUSSMAN -& A NER

~~unaussee  Richelieu-
\dAntm “Drouot

o i1 P\»\EN &
PLALE bE B0 O o
| B //L OPERA
/?
Opera® & Sgpy
Z  uawe P
PLACE o eptembre ourse
VENDOME T 35

~

:L‘
S
& BOURSE

(M)

5y
(!RAN D g U!
ALAIS B g, R
AlS DE Pyramide:

ECOUVERT E "DU\E Tuileties JAS Trﬁjp{&
. VICTOIRES
“—PLACEDE COURS ALBERT 17 COURS LA REI I\ PALAIS ROYAL
TPLA

EDE LA
- DU TEXTILE
_QUAI D'ORSAY, ?U#Z'ORSA‘( N . PacllaisLRoyaI
nﬂ eﬁ &~, USee\UOUVFE

: Natlonale
i |ESPLANADE B N 3 Oy,

R A & AUSE
! et DoM\N\OUE VE 575 : h ]
Qe ’ Y4y Rivoli
2 7 T —
- 250m

<.
R

~
Charles-de-Gaulle - Etoile (lines 1, 2, 6) » Champs-Elysées - Clemenceau (lines 1, 13)
e Concorde (lines 1, 8, 12) « Tuileries (line 1) » Palais-Royal - Musée-du-Louvre (lines 1, 7)

DON’T MISS

Arc de Triomphe
and the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier* X3

At the tip of the Champs-Elysées,
directly in line with the Arc du
Carrousel and the Arche de la
Défense, is Napoléon's triumphant
antique arch. Commissioned in
1806 to celebrate the victories of
the Great Army, it was completed
in 1836. Its huge proportions -

50 metres high and 45 wide - are
decorated with fine sculpture by
Cortot and Etex, along with Rude's
famous Marseillaise. Described by
Victor Hugo as “a heap of glory”,
the arch became a national symbol
and the centre of any parade.

A flame is rekindled each evening
at 6.30pm and the inscription
“Here lies a French soldier, who
died for his country” is written on
the tomb of an unknown soldier
aid to rest here in 1921.

Place du Général-de-Gaulle (8th).

Me Charles-de-Gaulle - Etoile.
Tel: 01553773 77.
Daily from 1 Apr to 30 Sept:

10am-11pm. From 1 0ct-31 Mar:

10am-10.30pm.

Open after the parades on 8 May,

14 Juland 11 Nov. 1 Jan,
1 May and 25 Dec: closed.

€9 - RR: €5.50. Under 18s: free.

Nov to end Mar, 1st Sun of
the month: free.
www.monuments-nationaux.fr

DID YOU KNOW?

From the roof dominating place
de U'Ftoile, twelve avenues
radiate outwards, some

with the names of victories
(Friedland, Iéna, Wagram) and
generals of the Empire (Carnot,
Hoche, Kléber, Marceau).
When the sun sets under

the Arch directly in line with
the Champs, it really is

a spectacular sight!

Champs-Elysées

Between Concorde and Ftoile,

is the emblematic section of a
perspective that extends from
the Louvre Pyramid to La Défense.
The first steps of this “glorious
way”, an obligatory passage for
patriotic parades, were however
modest. Lined with undergrowth,
the avenue reached the current
site of place de 'Ftoile in 1724.
A fashionable place to walk, the
gardens were devastated at the
fall of the Empire. They regained
their splendour around 1840:
candelabras, fountains, creamy
pavilions, landscaping with
flowers and copses date from
this period of balls and theatres.
[t was one hundred years later
that rapid development occurred
when affluence spread to the
west of the capital. The avenue
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was then adorned with
prestigious palaces, cafés and
restaurant terraces and cinemas
- joined today by ready-to-wear
fashion stores and high-tech
showrooms. Everything can be
found on the “Champs™: films,
dresses, lunch, cotton and
compresses, racing cars, yoghurts
and fresh vegetables, books, CDs,
perfume .. from morning to
midnight, sometimes 24 hours

a day, often 7 days a week.

Musée du Louvre* X3

The biggest museum in Paris,
and home of the Mona Lisa, The
Raft of the Medusa, and Venus de
Milo was, first and foremost, the
jewel in the crown of the kings,
emperors and republics of France.
From the sombre late-12th-
century fortress to Pei’s glass
pyramid, inaugurated in 1989,
many have reigned here and
practically everyone has left their
mark - Renaissance, Classic,
First and Second Empire,
contemporary ... The Louvre,
amuseum since 1793, houses
collections of Western art from
the Middle Ages to 1848, and
collections of ancient oriental,
Eqyptian, Greek, Etruscan and
Roman civilisations which
preceded and influenced them,
as well as graphic arts and
Islamic arts.

Main entrance via the

pyramid (1st).

Me Palais-Royal -
Musée-du-Louvre.

Tel: 01 40 20 50 50.

Daily: 9am-6pm, except Tue and
some public hols. Wed and Fri:
late opening until 10pm.

€9 - RR: €6 after 6pm.

Under 18s, under 26s (Fri late
opening) and 1st Sun of the
month: free.

Exhibitions Hall Napoléon:
€11. Combined ticket: €14 -
RR: €12.

Multimedia guide (commentary
of works according to profile of
visitor): €2/€4/€6.
www.louvre.fr

DID YOU KNOW?

Uncovered by archaeological
excavations in 1985, the
foundations of the donjon and
the moat of the castle, built
at the gateway to the city,
under the reign of Philippe
Auguste (1180 to 1223), can
be visited in the medieval part
of the museum.

Place de la Concorde

Work began on place Louis XV

in 1755. It broke with the tradition
of enclosed royal squares,

to open up the perspective to

the Tuileries gardens. The fine
mansion houses - the Hotel de
la Marine and the Hatel Crillon
underlined the axis of the statue
of the manarch - were demolished
after thirty years. Place de la
Revolution is where Louis XVI,
Marie-Antoinette, Danton and
Robespierre were guillotined.
However, place de la Concorde
spells reconciliation. Louis-
Philippe sought a monument that
would cool revolutionary and
royalist passions, which he found
in the 3,300-year-old Obelisk,

a gift from the pasha of Egypt.
Erected in 1836, its 23 metres
and 230 tons of pink granite took
four years to travel from Luxor!
Twa fountains, embellished

with golden mermaids and fish,
enliven the grey, green and
golden decor of the square.

HOTEL

Guests who have stayed at
the Crillon, a luxury palace
hotel designed to pamper
aselectclientele, include
the Emperor Hiro-Hito,
King George V of England
and Theodore Roosevelt.

In 1778, the treaty in which
France recognized the
independence of the United
States was signed here,
and 1919 saw the creation
of the League of Nations,
the older brother of

the United Nations.

Jardin des Tuileries

A wealth of works populate
the terraces, the lawns and
flowerbeds laid out in the French
style, the copses and the areas
around the ornamental ponds: an
academic Spartacus on a marble
pedestal and the contemporary
Welcoming Hands, by Louise
Bourgeois, plus classical
allegories and Tinguely’s tricolor.
The green Maillol bronzes emerge
from the labyrinth of hedges

that connect the Tuileries to the
Louvre. At the otherend, in a
direct line with the great axis, the
garden opens out spectacularly
onto Concorde. Lush greenery,
games, refreshment chalets, and
farniente lie between the two.

1st. M° Concorde.
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Galeries nationales
du Grand Palais

This majestic stone building with its floral
decoration, crowned with a splendid metallic-

framed glass roof, was constructed for the Exposition
Universelle in 1900. Architecturally daring in

its time, the Grand Palais houses the Palais de

la Découverte science museum in one of its wings,
while its nave and galleries are a dream showcase ...
for dream exhibitions!

3, av. du Gal-Eisenhower (8th). M° Champs-Elysées -
Clemenceau. Tel: 01 44 13 17 17. Open during
exhibitions from 10am to 8pm. Late-night openings:
contact for information. Closed Tue, 1 May

and 25 Dec. €10 - RR: €8. Under 13s: free.
www.grandpalais.fr

Petit Palais - Musée des Beaux-Arts
de la Ville de Paris

Like its ‘Grand" neighbour, the Petit (Little) Palais

is an example of the eclectic splendour of the
Exposition of 1900. The building alternates white

and coloured marble, moulding and garlands, painted
ceilings, mosaic flooring and opal stained-glass
windows around an interior garden. The city’s Fine
Arts museum since 1902, the Petit Palais has had

a complete makeover, and displays collections of
painting, sculpture and art objects from antiquity

to 1918. Amongst other marvels, visitors will admire
Greek amphora, orthodox icons, Gothic ivories, Italian
Madonnas, paintings by Rubens, Saxe porcelain and
blown-crystal glass vases.
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Av. Psdt-Winston-Churchill (8th). M® Champs-
Elysées - Clemenceau. Tel: 0153 4340 00.
Daily: 10am-6pm, except Mon and public hols.
Tue: open until 8pm during temporary
exhibitions. Permanent exhibitions free:
www.petitpalais.paris.fr

Musée de 'Orangerie* X3

Built in 1852, the Orangery of the Tuileries soon lost
its fruit trees to become a storehouse, and a room for
examinations and dog competitions. Its destiny was
clarified when Manet chose it to house the complete
cycle of the Nymphéas (Water Lilies) on which he
worked from 1914. Since its renovation was completed
in 2006, the panels of a landscape of water Lilies,
weeping willows, reflections of trees and clouds -

2 metres high, almost 100 long - have regained their
beauty and meaning in daylight. This exceptional
venue also does justice to the collection of art dealer
Paul Guillaume of whom it was said “the paintings
and statues whispered in his ear”. And 'his" Renair,
Cézanne, Rousseau, Modigliani, Marie Laurencin,
Matisse, Derain, Picasso, Soutine and Utrillo
paintings definitely reveal a certain flair.

Jardin des Tuileries (1st). M°® Concorde.

Tel: 01 44 77 80 07. Daily: 9am-6pm, except Tue.

1 May and 25 Dec. €7.50 - RR: €5.50.

+ €2 for temporary exhibitions.

1st Sun of each month: free.
www.musee-orangerie.fr

DID YOU KNOW?

For 30 years, Monet placed his easel opposite his
water garden to capture the changes in nature:
the Nymphéas cycle numbers some 300 paintings!

Musée du Jeu de paume -
Concorde site

Don't be confused: it was in another room, at
Versailles, that the famous Tennis Court Oath was
taken at the start of the French Revolution! This
building was only built in 1861 and when tennis
replaced the game of jeu de paume, it became a
venue for art. The gallery was redesigned in 1987
and now stages exhibitions devoted to the ‘image;,
mixing periods and techniques, from the beginnings
of the photo to third millennium videos. Combine a
walk through the Tuileries with one of its sparkling
exhibitions and an assortment of films and
conferences to prolong the charm.
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Les Arts décoratifs
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Parc Monceau
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